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Arab criminal to be hanged on the Kantarah al-Hajib. The
affairs of Egypt were extremely well directed by the Dawadar
during the Sultan's absence. He instructed Amir Elmas,
Governor of Cairo, to patrol the streets of the town every
night after dark, and a hundred of the imported Memlooks
were detailed for the purpose to patrol by turns with the
Vail till daybreak. Thus good order was maintained during
the absence of the Sultan, contrary to the usual experience.
The Dawadar was constantly reproaching Elmas the Vali for
impressing people to maintain the roads; it was a most
tyrannical practice. He arranged with the police and the
watchmen to levy contributions on the citizens for the repair
of the roads, and they used to collect a considerable amount
in this way. The watchmen would stop at a certain man's
house and demand what money they thought fit, and if the
owner ran away they used to nail up the door and fasten his
children and family inside till he came and paid them what they
demanded. They would fasten a widow-woman in her house,
and leave her without food or drink till she threw them from
the window a blanket, mattress, or carpet, or something of
the kind. They used to levy on the poor the payment of an
Ashrafi or two, and from those in good circumstances in some
cases five, in others ten, Ashrafis as they chose. This they
did in the Khatt al-Maks, Khatt Bab al-Bahr, the Milk
Market, al-Huseiniya, the Bran Market, Khatt Birkah al-Eatli,
and other places; in this way they exercised a tyranny
exceeding that of Huniades, on the pretext that the construc-
tion of roads was for the good of the Muhammedans. Much
money was gathered, and but little spent. So Si Bai determined
that a collection should be made from Seyyidah Neflsah to the
end of Ibn Tulun's market-place on all property and shops
in that locality. It was supposed that they would construct
a wall to prevent a surprise attack by the Arabs. But all this
was a trick to obtain the people's money. They began to make
lists of the properties and shops in the quarter of Tulun and
Karafah.